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Evacuation of Children Overseas. 

Pupil Objectives 
 
Children should: 
 
1. Explore the different ways in 

which children were 
evacuated during the Second 
World War. 

2. Know that children were 
evacuated and the reasons 
for evacuation. 

3. Explore the feelings and 
experiences of some of those 
who were evacuated 
overseas. 

4. Use an appropriate range of 
resources including ICT to 
find out about evacuation 
overseas. 

5. Communicate their 
knowledge and 
understanding of evacuation 
overseas in a number of 
ways. 

 
 
 

Activities 
 
Children could: 
 
1. Identify the countries that evacuees were sent to. Explain why they 

were sent to these particular countries and how long it would have 
taken to get there. 

2. Compare the experiences of an overseas evacuee with one who stayed 
at home. Was it a better experience and who might have been there to 
support them? 

3. Invent a series of games that could be played on board ship. Include 
activities that might have added to the safety of the ship. 

4. Make a list of ideas to try and keep the ship as safe as possible from 
attack. Imagine a set of rules that the passengers would need to follow 
during an attack on the ship. 

5. Examine the photographic evidence of life on board the evacuation 
ships. 

6. Write/produce a postcard home describing the voyage. The postcard 
could have a picture of the ship on the front. 

7. Compare the holidays that people go on nowadays with the experiences 
of wartime overseas evacuees. 

8. Look at modern day methods of communication and how they might 
have affected the experiences of an overseas evacuee. 

 

Pupil outcomes 
 
Pupils should: 
 
1. Describe the likely 

feelings and 
experiences of an 
overseas evacuee. 

2. Use evacuation 
words accurately 
and appropriately. 

3. Begin to select and 
combine 
information from 
different sources. 

4. Suggest why some 
evacuees were sent 
overseas and why 
the scheme was 
eventually stopped. 

5. Identify differences 
in the experiences 
of evacuees at home 
with those sent 
abroad. 

 

 


